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Junic de 1992

Su Excelencia Patricio Aylwin Azdcar
Presidente de la Repiblica de Chile
Palacio La Moneda

Santisgo

Chile

Eztimado Presidente Aylwin:

Mientras los Jetes de Estado
latinoamericanos se preparan para su prédxima reunidn en
Espafa para celebrar el aniversaric del Ouinto Centena-
rio del Descubrimiento, los pueblos ibercamericanos se

enfrentan con muchas dificultades y, aun asi, tienen
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razones para abrigar esperanzas en el fubturo.
HQuizds uno de los avances mas
impzrtantes durante nuestra existencia ha sideo  la
transicidn & la democracia y el imperic de la ley en

Latinoamérica. La democracia es un viaje, no un desti-
no. Restan muchos cbstédculos. Pera lao gque esancialmente
s& ha logrado es el compromiso de las sociedades ibere-
americanas de hacer frente a los problemas y buscar
cambios dentro de un marco pacifico respetucso de los

derechos humanos.

Por esta razdn le escribo pa-
ra solicitarle gue incluya tres situaciones desafortu-

nadas en la agenda para la préxima reunidédn en Ezpafias

- las medidas inconstitu-
cionales adoptadas por el Presidente Fujimori en Peridg

= el  nimerc cada vez mayor
de activistas de los dervechos humanos encarcelados por
Fidel Castro en Cuba;

- Ye aungue &l ‘gobievno de

Haiti no asistird a la reunidn, el dominioc militar per-

manente en Haiti.

Freedom House estd especial-
mente  preccupada por las denuncias en los tres  paises
de maltrato a prisioneros de conciencia v la evidente

indiferencia por los derechos humanos:
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June 9, 1992

His Excellency Patricio Aylwin Azocar
President of the Republic of Chile
Palacio La Moneda

Santiago

Chile

Dear President Aylwin,

As the Latin American Heads of State prepare for their forthcoming meeting in
Spain to celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Discovery, the Ibero-American
peoples face many difficulties yet have reason to be hopeful for the future.

Perhaps one of the most important developments in our lifetime has been the
transition to democracy and the rule of law in Latin America. Democracy is a
journey, not a destination. Many obstacles remain. But essentially what has
been achieved is the commitment of Ibero-American societies to deal with
problems and to seek change within a peaceful framework respectful of human

rights.

This is why I am writing to you to ask you to place three very tragic situations

on the agenda of the forthcoming meeting in Spain:

sthe extraconstitutional steps taken by President Fujimori in Peru;

the growing number of human rights activists being herded into Fidel

Castro’s prisons in Cuba;

eand, although the Haitian government will not be attending the meet-

ing, the continued military rule in Haiti;

Freedom House is particularly concerned about reports in all three countries of
the mistreatment of prisoners of conscience and the patent disregard for human

rights:

FREEDOM HOUSE
HEADQUARTERS
48 East 21st Street
New York, NY 10010
Tel: 212-473-9691
Fax: 212-477-4126



eIn Cuba, for example, Maria Elena Cruz Varela, a poet and dissident,
was attacked last fall by a state-sponsored mob, beaten, and dragged
down several flights of stairs by her hair. She then was arrested "for her
own protection" and subsequently sentenced to three years in prison for
anti-government activity.

eIn Peru, Eduardo Garcia Garcia, a shanty-town leader in Tarapoto, San
Martin province, was forced into hiding when hooded soldiers searched
his home and physically assaulted members of his family.

oIn Haiti, several members of the Papaye Peasant Movement have been
arrested. In at least one case, police beat the prisoner so badly that he
had to be hospitalized.

It is our hope at Freedom House that the Discovery celebrations and the
summit in Spain will serve to impress upon the rulers of Cuba, Haiti and Peru
the need to release political prisoners and respect human rights.

Mr. President, I would like to thank you for your very important consideration.
I take this opportunity to express to you and to the people of Chile my best

wishes as well as my highest esteem and consideration.

Sincerely,

R. Bruce McColm
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