INTERNATIONAL AFL-CIO
LONGSHOREMEN,S 1188 FRANK&&%TH‘V@
& WAREHOUSEMEN'’S SAN FRANCISCO

CALIFORNIA 94109
UN ION (415) 775-0533 « FAX (415) 775-1302
DAVE ARIAN BRIAN McWILLIAMS THOMAS TRASK LEON HARRIS
President Vice President Vice President Secretary-Treasurer
May 22, 1992
7’ CHIVO

Excmo. Sr. Patricio Aylwin q \;‘/ 72_ 3 }Q‘

Presidente de Chile,

Oficina del Presidente,

Palacio de la Moneda

Santiago, CHILE .

Dear Presidente Aylwin:

| have been informed through the International Transport Workers’
Federation (ITF) that COMACH, the ITF-affiliated dock workers union, has been
struggling for basic trade union rights and job security. It has been reported that
your government has refused to grant such basic rights and has failed to support
meaningful collective negotiations with COMACH. Further, we are advised that
officials of your government authorized dock-worker employers to contract with
casual workers for extended shifts and police were sent to break up picket lines in
response to a warning strike held by COMACH.

You should be advised that the International Longshoremen’s and
Warehousemen'’s Union has always supported the establishment of basic trade
union rights in the United States and abroad. We keep our members appraised of
violations of such rights and encourage them to act based on their principles.

We view the situation in your country with alarm. | strongly encourage you
to intervene and do what is necessary to establish basic trade union rights and
enter into meaningful collective bargaining with COMACH. We will closely monitor
the situation and encourage our members to take whatever action may be
appropriate.

Very truly yours,

David Arian
President

DA/Ik

cc: D. Cockroft, Assistant General Secretary, ITF
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