1st October 1992 Martin Shaw

PO Box 207
Waverley
NSW 2024
AUSTRALIA

- \/O
TO SENor PATRICIO /%‘*/A\B}’\—;'\'zocm

Dear President,

| am writing to you with a very unusual but simple request which will help my project enhance its
prospects of being exhibited in your country as well as other countries. The project is based on a
painting called *Three Well Known Australians". The project began in 1983 within Australia and is
now extending to other countries.

To simplify the project, the audience is required to guess 'The Three Well Known Australians' in
the painiing and wriie their attempis at guessing into an entry book. The entry books are collated
into year-books: a new year-book for each region of Australia. The painting is a catalyst or
symbol for people to write down any names, images or impressions of Australians. The year-
books would create a fascinating collection of views and opinions from different regions of
Australia and from other countries. The project is intended to last for many generations.

The simplest request is to write to me with your attempts at guess (or capture the spirit) of the
‘Three Well Known Australians' on the enclosed sticker. It could be a serious or amusing reply, all
it requires is imagination on your part.

Some written replies include from our Prime Minister and Opposition Leader:

John Hewson L-R Jack Lang, Slim Dusty, Reg Livermore
Paul Keating L-R The Australian Worker, The Artist, The Spectator

By gathering well known international politician's attempts at guessing like yourself, this will go a
long way to ensuring the painting and the year-books will eventually tour regions of the world -
for many generations. Your 'guesses' and any comments will help the project obtain media
publicity and enable me to obtain art gallery venues in your country as well as in other countries.

Since 1976 I've had one-man art exhibitions in Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane and Adelaide
including a 1983 tour of NSW regional art galleries. -

I hope you find my project fascinating reading and respond, it all helps.

Yours sincerely,

TOURING FOREVER
e [

for /mformation

N.B.  The painting is currently touring e g
Perth in Western Australia. addreas anvaiose

and Aust/US $too
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yearbook entries. 'touring forever'

The palntlng has already been on display in art galleries,libraries,
and theatres in the following localities and places.

1983 - Albury,Canberra,Sydney,Muswellbrook,Tamworth,Lismore.

1985 - Goulburn Geelong,Hamllton Mildura,
1990 —BRISBANE Gy 1986 - Melbourne

TOWNS

- b 1987 Burie,Devonport,Launceston
1991 ~ GUEENSLAND o 1988 - Albury,Griffith,Orange,Lake Macquarie
COUNTRY o 1989 - Sydney

1992 - PERTH 1991 Bribie Island,Toowoomba,Noosa,Bundaberg,Mackay,Townsville

1990 - Brisbane
1992 - Perth

1993 —wesy
’\USTRAHA“
COUNTRY
TOwNS

Below is the list of people who have been given the
opportunity to open the project or to attend an opening.
Their names have been recorded in the year books by
ordinary Australians as possibilities for the "Three Well
Known Australians".

Some of the names are currently International celebrities,
some National figures, while others are well known in
regional areas or specific fields. Which of these names
will be remembered by future generations and continue to
be recorded into the year books? How will the future view
those 'forgotten' well known Australians listed beliow?

How will their society be different to ours, and be
reflected by the changing nature of the year books?

WHAT NAMES wice CHILERNS WAITE  powny
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afternoon in Melbourne
artist Martin Shaw cre-
ated what he hopes will

Orange Dog. Shaw is asking Austral-

are represented by these images. The

tered in year books. “The painting is
really a catalyst for enabling a society
to see itself and its changing images
and values,” Shaw says. The painting
is on display at The Ensemble
Theatre for the next month. Go to see

to answer an

eternal query
about his art

boring Saturday

By RACHAEL LOOS

L lian Na(
:eo::::‘:n important social share.

] His palnting, Three Por- 'h:;‘:d' pﬂ
traits of Three Well Known ui" "e™ 1~
Australians festures three ldentfs ;
sexless, featureless (and one The -‘nys:er
hendless) figures, plus a dog, ticians an’
Pea, the artist's pet. sports peo|

This, Shaw says is a cata. Some answ§
Iyst for enabling soclety {0 see  3ble thoug
fitself and lts changing images  Woman Ifo
and valnes, for 10 min

“It Is the first collective 16, ‘poiott
document initiated by the arts  or T30 Nopy
whereby ‘the person in the
street’ can contribute and see Others 1
a society slowly changing,” he  forward, lil
said. cer whe tho
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ARTIST Martin Shaw is conducting fesu
a sociological experiment and, in the fer )
process, creating a historical docu- feen
-ment — and you're invited to be part [nd |
of it. Shaw’s painting, Three Portraits Lo

iows three abstract figures
ed and green, and Pea, the

a period of 10, 20, 50 or 100
ich well-known Australians

s of answers will be regis-

Monday to Saturday and
rself into history.

Three

well known Austral-

By DAVID LESER

SET three abstruse figures —
one carrying an umbreila -
against a tawny background
and call them respectiveiy
Blue Person, Red Person and
Green Person.

Throw in Pea, the Grange
Dog. Then ask Australians of
all types over a period of 10,
28, 50 or 100 years which well
known Australians are
represented Ly ihese images.

Ask them, too, for their ages,
occupations and addresses
and, according to artist Mar
tin Shaw, you have an impors
tant historical docnment.

Shaw created Three Pors
traits of Three Well Known
Australians three years ago
with the intention of getting

ticipate for the first time in
two-dimensional art.

It was his hope then that the
painting would serve as a xind
of reflecting dcor on the
changing images and values of
Aaustralian society. i

In 1983, for example, stu-
dents, secretaries and siop
assistants from Canberra se-
lected such noteables as
Gough Whitlam, Bob Hawke,
Sidney Nolan or Stan Papaya-
nos, & milk bar attendant, as
the three Australians
represented in Shaw's paint-
ing. '

Their selections have been
entered in year-books that
will eventually be housed in
various art galleries arvund
the country.

One respondent, Mr David
Combe, former secretary of
the ALP and now trade com-
missioner in Vancouver, wsas
asked three years ago to de-
g&e who the ligurss represen-

Mr Combe who gave his oc

ployed but
then crossrd it out and re-
placed it with “royal commis-
sion attendant”, thought the
Blue Person was Malcolm
Fraser, the Red Person, Jus-
tice Hope and the Green Por-

“the man in the street” to par-:

Pamtmg for chan

'AVSTRALIAN

son, Justice Hope's “tipstafl™.

(That year Mr Justice Hope
was conducting a reval come
mission into ¥Mr Combe’s al-
leced dealings with a Soviat
KG3agent.)

Nir Combe’s wife, s Meena
Blesing, also responded to the
astistic tickier, She said ine
Blue Person  was  David
Combe, the Red Person her-~
seif and the Green Persam
“Australia’s only Bhagwan”,

But in 2036, wou!d pecple
remember the Bhagwan.
David Combe, Justice iTope or
for that maiter, Malcolm
Fraser? Would the man and
woman in the street have oc-
cupations such as secretaries

el
and

hiap assistanis? VWouid

19-2-93

ging time frames

Vho are they?

It may be
years before
the artist
reveals their
names

Artist Martin Shaw with his Three Portraits of Three Well Knowr Austral
will tour the world — Picture: GEOFF BEATY
people fifty years from now drenwilll
recali the names of Gough ‘(0 read t
Whitlam or Bab Hawke? Who  trace th
then, might the figures repre- thoughts.
sent fifty years from now? i “Skome '
“As these vear-books de- iCiY e€n
velop,” said Mr Shaw yester- g'::,‘h:v;
day, “people will choose an p
image that will capture the So com
spirit of the times. that this ¢
? be a use
“They will choose different ment, tha| [;p
people; they will have differ~- t(he Prit $orarys
ent occupaiions and they will  Hawke, r
reflect’ a different Australia what he |
than the one today. bicentenn
“Take any 20-year-old who He woul
attempts to guess the stylised ing to t¢| Charles
figures now. In 20 years time, ning in
that person will be 40 and may seems to Hawk
have a ycung iamiiy. The chil- national¢

If you're anywhere near Mildura, Vic,
and time hangs heavy, if the future,
even the present, vawns cavernously, it
might beanidea to nip in to town to see
the painting — singular — by Martin
Shaw. In 1982 Shaw, a Sydney acrylic-
fancier, put three vague figures — one
headless, two representing the Stick In-
sect School. vne with umbrella — on a
yellow background and began touring
bush galleries, asking people to guess

'

who. The answers, on big sheets which,
Shaw says, are sought by the National
Canberra,
names such as Gough Whitlam, Man-
ning Clark, Bill Hayden, Tamie Fraser, |
Henry Lawson, Greg Chappell, Ginger

Meggs, Mick Young, Joan Sutherland,

Perkins,
Sonia McMahon, Diana Fisher and Bob
Stiaw knows the answers
but won't IcLQJLbecamc (a) he has vet

have included

Maggie Tabberer,

4
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Burgle Art Gallery ls presently
the enigmatic Portrait of Three
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featureless Aussie hero
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artin Shaw s purlr-.ul of thrée M us |-
pstraliuns is on display at the Burnie

agmml Art Gallery until November 6.

isitors are recording the identities of

wree figures in a painting by the Syd-

vy artist. The artist believes that the
Jection of names for the figures in |,
sl commbinity may be analysed to ve-
pul their differing gesymptions, per: §.

rptiops wnd giiitudes,

MARTIN Shaw, rriist, plans
to make art history. e has
painted a picture he named
Three Portraits of Three Well
Known Australians and hopes
to use it to record a continu-
ous, national,
study of Australians.

Three Portraits is an acrylic
96cm by 66cm featuring three
sexless, featureless figures ~
and a dog. The big blue person
does not have a head. The dog
is Pea, the artist's pet.

But that is as much as we are
told. Shaw says he is gather-

sociological -

By SUSAN BREDOW

ing invaluahle information for
future analyses of our popula-
tion by asking pcople (o guess
the identity of the three well-
known characters.

He visualises that in many
(and maybe more) yecars to
come the information will be
invaluable to historians and
says he has already gained ap-
proval from historians at the
Australian National Univer-
sity.

-

Burme Art Gallery receptionist Chns Neal with the painting Portrait of Three f
by Sydney artist Martin Shaw. Visitors are invited to |dentr% the g

Each viewer is asked to give
their name, age, sex, occupa-
tion, address and their three
suggestions. Snme pcople sce
cricketers like Allan Rorder
and Denis Lillie, others see
television personalities, rock
stars and politicians. A boy of
six saw the first figure as
“J{umphrey Bear” and the
second as “the Romper Room
Jady"”, but couldn't think of
who the third person might
be. Someonc clse thought one
of the’ pcople  could be an
“Aussie on holiday . in
England”.

The suggestions vary greatly
according to age and some are
quite funny. Others are ridicu-
lous like the shop assistant
who thought the red figure in
the middle was “Pecter Gar-

+ rett. Occupation: No brains
+ and no hair".

The idea is cerlainly unu-
sual. Martin Shaw, who is a
man more of piclures than
words, has written down what

his concept is in a letler ad- -

dressed to gallery owners who

might like to hang the work,

He hopes to put the comple-
2 < i

Shaw's Three Portraits of

document initiated by the art:
whereby the man in the stree
can contribute and see his so
ciety slowly changing it
values,” lic says. “Say in abou
400 years time pcople will loo}
back at what olhers though:
of their society.”

He painted the picture ir
1982 and it will be the ofl)
portrait he ever paints. “I've
never done a portrait beforc
and I fecl I can’t do anothe:
one after. It's like icing on the
top. Do you know of any othex
artist who's on the verge of
painting more faces thar
me?”

Shaw does do other ar
works though. He calls theése
volume paintings, series o!

[N PN TTP | i =5 P
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Portrait guesses keep on coming

people guessing.

MR Marun Shaw wiith the pamung thal nas Kep.

NED Kelly and Susan Renoufl are among hun-
dreds of guesses at the identity of an abstract
portrait that it is Bundaberg this month. .

Only one person knows who the portraits repre-
sent, and Sydney artist Mr Martin Shaw was giving
littie away during his short visit to Bundaberg on
Monday.

Since the simplistic painting of the three well-
known Australians was created in 1981, the paint-
ing has sparked intrigue throughout Australia.

Each person depicted is the painting is sexless,
with one also headless.

People who have recorded their guesses have |

made suggestions ranging from amusing to perti-
nent.

But the essence of the unusual painting was not
in numing the portraits’ identities correctly, Mr
Shuw said. X

“These people are symbols, and this painting is a
mirror of the changing images and values of
society,” he said. . i

“1 wani the painting to tour forever, and it wiii
be interesting to see how it evolves in 20 to 30
years.”

Mr Shaw said some peopic had chosen famous
Australians who had a brief period of popularity.

“But others have piched who will endure
the test of time, like Ned Kelly.” he said.

An example of one person's suggestion is: “Bob
Hawke. He's Jost his head and is about to lose his
job too,™

The single painting will be ai the Bundaberg Art
Gallery for a month, and people can record their
names, adaresses and guesses ol & speciai regronal
Queensland book.

™

Secret
sure to
be k

MELBOURNE artist Martin Shaw
JIXopy

CHOOSING three famous Aus-
trahians from more than 200 ycars of
Australian Listory is a daunting task.

And when the only clue to their
identitics is three featureless figures
on canvas the task is even harder.

Ten ycars ago Melbournc artist
Martin Shaw painted Three Por-
traits of Three Well Known Austra-
lians — three abstract characters
pictured with the artist’s dog — and
invited Australians to name them.

Since that time thousands of Aus-
tralians, including Nick Greiner,
Bruce Ruxton, Tony Barber and
Richard Carlton, have tried to guess

gets viewers to name the three famous Australians in his picture but s:

their identity will not be revealed.

who they portray.

But Mr Shaw, who was in Mackay
yesterday (0 exhibit the work at the
Mackay City Library, said the identi-
tyaf the three figuree wantd oo wrich
him to his grave.

He said the work, which had
toured the country since 1983, was
intended to reflect the changing im-
ages and values of Australian society
and the yearbooks in which hun-
dreds of Australians had recorded
their guesses would be an important
historical document.

“The painting is a catalyst for a
sociological document of Austra-

lians see themscives and their so
ety over a period of time,” Mr Sh:
said.

“Some pcople will bc reme
Ucivd {Ur gencraiions and this w
be reflected by the names being
corded in the yearbooks long aft
their deaths.

“Then again there arc people I’

never even heard of recorded.”
" _The painting will be in the Mack
City Library for the next four wee
and Mr Shaw invited peonle to vie
the painting and rcce ir gucs
es of the three well | . Austr
lians.
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don’t bother asking
what it is, because he
has sworn to take it to
the grave.

Cnly Shaw knows the
real Identities of the ab-
stract figures in his
painting Portraits Of
Three Famous Australi-

ans.
And he's touring Aus-
tralia inviting other

people to have a guess.

‘The work has been ex-
hLibited in Victoria and
New South Wales and
‘thousands  of  people
have recorded their
Quesses in special year
)oK

Tni week heis bnng-

ling Lo the gallery atl

P

<

BRETT DEBRITZ
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the Redcliffe Entertalin-

ment

Queensianders have a

go.

So far the guesses in-

ept

Centre

5 B

o let

clude dancer Sir Robert
Helpmann, boxer Joe
Bugner and politicians
Gough Whitlam, Russ
Hinze and Joh Bjelke-
Petersen.

“IV'll be Interesting to
see over the years which
names will pass the test
of time und which ones
will be forgotien,” Shaw
sald.

“In that sense, it's a
sociologcul document.”

Shaw had the idea for
the project in 1481
I wis In meibourne
and [ wus silling tn a

| park on a boring Satur-

day afternoon and I did

record thetr yue,

Jigures represent

ing fur immorctality can
sce Sydney artist Martin
Shaw's abstrat example
af “pucticipant art”

Shaw, 36, has been
touring his painting,
Three Portraiis of Three
Well-known Australians,
since 1933, asking people
around the country ;o

of
who the three siylised

The most pooular
juCsses were sparismen,
television siurs w1 poli-
s — wuii Prime
Muncster Bub Hawke
doniinating the answers.

Three Portraits of
Three Weli-kaown Aus-
tralians will be exhibired
at the Redeliffe Enter-
tainment  Cenire  un-

il Sepiember 29 aad will
1our regional Qi+ nslund
nel yea.

REDCLIP F Higaip S-4-10
_EiAl'ifl:l-S-T-M'a'ﬁin Shaw’s paint-
ing Three Portraits of “I'nrec
‘Well-known Australians is on

pa

+ the figures.

Ph. 283 0306.

LATE PR I Y

BRIS8AN: Sup, Ml 2-4-90

dispiay at the Redeliffe Enter-
tainment Centre until September
29

The painting, an acrylic 96cm
by 66cm, features three sexless,
featurcicas figures and is accom-
panicd by a year book.

Viewers ure encouraged to reg-
ister_ideas about the identity of

D sver? fos

a couple of drawings.”

Astist Martin Shaw — paintin holds a secret he will never tell.

5 will ever

‘,‘ " A, YOU thiuk this gig bas been on the roud for-
L A planned to e 2on L

4 has drawn Three Portraus of Three \w.
, Australigns for us o guess untit creraiey -
; might be. You et to pen your nanie 1o » LRSS
.. book for Yoslen’l) and we wre unaware whictner he
et on-who they are.

; display at the Redcliff Entectainmnent Cenire until
g the ead of September, | o
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THREE PORTRAITS OF THREE WELL KNOWN AUSTRALIANS

“Three Portraits of Three Well Known Australians” is a project based on two identical paintings that involves
public participation.

One painting is exhibited in regions of Australia, the other painting to be displayed in other countries. The
touring project is intended to last for many generations.

Put simply, the audience is asked to guess or interpret *The Three Well Known Australians" in the painting and
express these opinions in writing into an entry book along with their own names, ages, occupations and addresses.
The inclusion of personal details will give a portrait of the audience as well. These entry books are then to be collated
into yearbooks. One yearbook for each region of Australia and a yearbook for each other country.

The Aim and Purpose

The two paintings are catalysts or symbols for people to write down any names, images, or impressions of
Australians. The yearbooks would create a fascinating collection of views and opinions by Australians and audiences
from other countries.

Some people will be remembered for generations, and this will be reflected by the names being recorded in
the yearbooks long after their deaths. Others will have a brief moment of being ‘well known' and their names will be
recorded for a short time span. As these yearbooks grow, the audience will choose images or people that capture the
spirit of the times.

Given time, the impressions recorded by Australian and overseas audiences will reveal regional differences
and similarities.

Occupations/opinions are included in the entries in case there are two or more well known Australians with
the same name.

ltinerary and Regions

The idea originated in Melbourne during August 1982. The painting was done two months later in Sydney. In
1983 the painting was part of my touring exhibition of art galleries in New South Wales. In 1984 the idea was extended
for the painting to tour continuously around Australia. In early 1985 a second identical painting was introduced to
eventually tour other countries.

The regions in Australia on a population and administration basis are: 1985 - Victorian country towns, 1986 -
Melbourne, 1987 - Tasmania, 1988 - N.S.W. country towns, 1989 - Sydney, 1990 - Brisbane, 1991 - Queensland
country towns, 1992 - Perth, 1993 - Western Australian/South Australian country towns, 1994 - Adelaide, and Victorian

country towns again in 1995, 2005, 2015, etc. The regions outside Australia are: imilar societies, (U.K, N.Z, y‘g@_”

America), 2. South America, 3. Europe, 4. Africa, 5. Asia.

The painting in the first ten years of its touring cycle has already been on display in art galleries, libraries, and
theatres in the following localities and places. ‘

1983 - Albury, Canberra, Sydney, Muswellbrook, Tamworth, Lismore

1985 - Goulburn, Geelong, Hamilton, Mildura

1986 - Melbourne

1987 - Burnie, Devonport, Launceston

1988 - Albury, Griffith, Orange, Lake Macquarie

1989 - Sydney

1990 - Brisbane

1991 - Bribie Island, Toowoomba, Noosa, Bundaberg, Mackay, Townsville
1992 - Perth

1993 - Albany, Bunbury, Narrogin, Port Pirie, Berri, Renmark, Loxton, Waikerie
1994 - Adelaide :

1995 - ~The ten year cycle restarts again in Victorian country towns

Advantéges of Australia

- Australia is ideally suited for this continuous social documentation. It is one of the world’s newest societies,
its lmages, values, and traditions are just being formed. Australia is an easily recognisable society. English is a major
international language. Australia’s stoic society has encouraged political and social stability.



SOME POINTS TO CONSIDER

1. Who are the "Three Well Known Australlans® in the painting?

Unfortunately that is the key to the success of the project, | can't tell anyone. There are people after you
who think they know the "Three Well Known Australians". Perhaps someone from the next generation will accurately
record the correct "Three Well Known Australians”.

< |

2. How did the yearbooks evolve?

| was working part-time in market research which réquires asking people their ‘ages’ ‘occupations’ and
other information, depending on the product being fesearched Future generations will be able to trace the recorded
information by family forbearers. The audience will be mtngued at the recorded guesses by friends and leading
‘personalities’. Analysts and statisticians perhaps will explore the different/similar responses recorded by people of
different ages, sex, occupations and nationalities.

3. Will the public take the painting seriously?«—
Some people had serious mtentlons at-attempting tp»guess the "Three Well Known Australians®, but you

might find their guesses in the yearbooks amusing. Perhaps some people had recorded amusing interpretations but
you might think they were serious guesses.

4. People from other countries will find the Australian names meaningless

Sixty years from now, even Australians reading 1990's yearbooks will find it difficult to know of ten well
known Australians of the 1990s. A good example - P. Collier, B. Stevens, S. Argyle, F. Smith, R. Butler, A. Ogilvie -
almost every Australian born after 1940 would not associate those names with six state premiers of the 1930s.

It will be interesting to read through the yearbooks to see how people from other countries ‘see’ well
known Australians. New Zealanders might ‘see’ rugby union footballers as well known Australians, a minor football
code in Australia, but New Zealand's national sport. Many Asians might choose the announcers of Radio Australia.

5. Knowledge of Australia is very limited overseas

This project is not intended to appeal to national jingoism. Other societies may not know much about
Australia now, but that may change in 100 years. Some societies of the future may know more about Australia than
now. This will be reflected by greater variety to Australian names and images recorded into the yearbooks than
previously. The reverse may occur if some future societies know less about Australians than now. What new
‘occupations’ will be recorded into the yearbooks?

6. The project Is too abstract for some people from other countries to understand

The painting is really a symbol to encourage people to write down any images or impressions they have
about Australians.

7. Many people cannot read or write

The supervisor or attendant could write in the yearbooks, details on behalf of people who cannot write. The
replies might include "Where's Australia?". This is still a valuable piece of information.

8. What are your other "portrait paintings* like?
This is my first attempt at portrait painting and my last. There are people I've never met, seen or heard of,

written into the yearbooks as possibilities for the Three Well Known Australians.

- Pea, The Black and White Dog

For a touch of lightheartedness 'Pea’ the Black and White Dog was added to the painting. Family pets play
an important part in Australian society. Australians have the highest percentage of home ownership combined with the
biggest backyards in the world; but the pets never seem to enter the pages of history books - until Pea came along.

SOME GUESSES FROM THE PUBLIC
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